The Diana Sands Story.

Diane Sands rackets to fame on Broadway, film and television hefore her s.funnmg and tragic death from cancer
at cge thirty-nine. Like Jumes Dean, Marilyn Monroe, Dorothy Dandridge, Gild#®Radner, Bobby Darin and other
stars of phenomenal magnitude and early promise; Diana’s spirit, beauty andpnagnetism remain foreveryoung.
Her brief yei inspiring life, deeply mourned ai its loss thirty-ane years aga, pé igs to this day. Diane Sands’
cousin, Kathrvn D. Leary, tells the story in a powerful, intimate portrt. B

OVERVIEW

At age 25, Diana Sands exploded onto the theatrical scene as the i mgenue Benaa gendary Broadway
pro ductmn of A Raisin in the Sun. Drawing rave reviews in an oven talents including Sid-
ney Poitier, Claudia McNeil, Euby Dee and Louis Gnssett Jr. a v ith the coveted “Outer
Clrcle Award fur {Outstanding Performance in a Dra matic : ad‘&'ﬁjﬁf season. That was

For the next 14 years—in roles ranging from the s St. nd Cleopatra t : aporasy drama and
comedy, she won 3 Tony and Emmy nominations a { g 1 t

programs. Despite the relentless barriers of typeca . In 1964,
pioneering the concept of “color-blind casting,” IJ {Zlynis

Johns, Shelley Winters and Eva MMarie Saint for e Owl and
the Pussycat. Not a single word in the script was edic per-

formance, she earned the title “star”.

her death—included the now classic A Raisin in the
ith Gene Hackman, Carraoll O’ Connor, Ralph
opposite Beaw Bridges in The Landlord,

Diana’s film career—just fully blossoming at the
sun, and Maya Angelou’s Georgia, Georgia; co
Bellamy, Richard Crenna and Dyan Cannon in'D

assured her a place in movie history. i
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Diana’s personal life was as rich, col rﬁﬂ”*hhmnphanf and tragic as her acting career. While her craft came

first—always—Diana fought for civ. parl:led hard, laughed rohustly and uften, and reveled in the love
of close family and friends. Ye
endured, survived and ultimate ]
cancer—at a time when the véis % still whispered in secret.

To a diverse and curiousp '  enthusiasts, Diana Sands’private life remains an
enigma. Actors rising generation of women—particularly African
Americans—seelking ' legend for inspiration. I know this is true bhe-

And now, approach h ar fﬁﬂﬁ-ﬂmsm in the Sun and on the heels of the first-ever Broad-

way real of this lan kp play (featuring Sean Combs and Phylicia Rashad), Diana Sands’ name is being
invoked hy fans, historians and theater critics, ominently ‘ed in recent theatrical memoirs by

Ruhy Dee and {ssie D:El‘li.fls Sidney Poitier, and pru dul:er Philip Ruse and with a growing Internet following, ™
Diiana Sands is, again, reali‘_i,r for her close-up.

By Kathryn D. Leary




